Uno the Hero

Crisis Response Dog

The December 2001 edition of our National magazine "The Quarterly National Review"
carried the brilliant story of Uno the German Shepherd Dog. Uno was involved with
helping out after the tragedy of New York September 11 2001. He was nominated for a
'Dog of the Year' award.

The article is reprinted on the following pages kind permission from the Editor of the
GSDCA Quarterly National Review.

We have recently made contact with Uno's owner Pat and she gives us this update:
"Uno was the grand Marshall in a parade which we discovered that he is quite the ‘ham’;
he loved the float, the crowds of people. He waved at the crowds and smiled the whole
time! He has been nominated as 'Dog of the Year' for the American Kennel Club ACE
Awards. We feel very honoured by this award nomination”.

Source: December 2001, The Quarterly National Review



Ut was sired by World Sieger. VAL Ltk «
Arlert SchH3, and s dam, ¥ Tampa von
Bigrstadesr Hal SchHI, daughter of World
Semger VA | Zamb von der Wisnarau SchH3,

W had purchased Une, as first male plek.
before e was barn and way with him when
he took his first breath. Even at saven weeks
old, we knew that he was special and we
ware determined to do the best we could
for ham, Uno has fulfilled every exprctation
wa had of him and we have loved him and
supported his caresr.

Wa believe that German shepherd pupples are licde ‘sponges’, 5o
we starced puppy obedience |.e. sit. come, down and the ball
retrieve with a lot of pralse and food at seven weeks old

Una was socalized from that early age: we ook him evarywhers
fram the front of the grocery stores to feed stores. anywhere that
wa could give him new  positive experignces with different
sirrgandings and people. Une was shown exclusively in the
German show ring, where he compleced his show career as the
1000 Canadian Sieger and one of the wop in the Lnited States
Afeer we retired him from the show ring, Ung still wanged 1o work.
50 we discovered Pet Therapy and becama cersfied. Uing and | are
parmers and go to orphanages, hospieals, nursing homes, and
hospital mental wards where he has atways shown the ability o go
to the person who needs him, nothing seemn to bother him, he
abways (s there when you nead him, &2 the orphanage, the children
leve him and he loves the children; in face. before we left for Mew
York ground zero, we had Uno's fifth birthday party thero. He s
equally patient snd loving o the elderly and the mentl parients
Une has gone an to become a certified Crisis Response dag, one
of four In the world Te becamas 4 Critis Response Dog, Unc and |
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a5 3 ceam had te pass 21 tests under high
itress environments. [This ok four owelve
hsirs days).

Crigit Retpome Therapy is amimal assisced
Crigls Intgrvangon and l;wnsi;ﬂlns | hold my
B degrees in counseling from Universicy of
B Texnr, Southwes: Medicsl School In PEEpongE
to 3 request from the American Red Cross,
our tgam which consisis of Uno, Kage (o
Labrador), and Tebwa {3  Kesihound)
procesdad to Maw York to asist with the
dizmsrer ralal. Frem the beginning, it was evident that Uino was
ready. Crammed into the space batween the pasenger sgam in the
alrplans, Unes pertarmed & foor and kalf houwr down sty without
camplaine Upon arrival, we proceeded to the American Red Cron
headquartari for processing and received our security badges for
full access and ground zero,Yes even Uine had his own plcture badge

Each day began at the Vet MYA*S*H unit where Lino recelved an
ewtensive medical work up and was ficted with boots to protect
him against the many tons of debris and broken glass st ground
Tera. Tha firss fifge . e el

fest dfrom the '
MYAMSH umi,
Uno would po into
ks “Tennssiea
Walker Horsa"
immaricn, but soon
accepued them

At the end of a
long. exhausting
day, we returmned




to the MUAYS'H unet where the procedure win pevessed, boocs
removed, deconzaminating. sofution followed with 3 bath, This
sequence wey repeated each day. All of the Ve wers valuntoars from
all across the United States and were '

wonderful 1o

When we first walked inte Ground
Zero, no picoires could have
prepared us for the enormity of the
devastation. We heard that just the
World Trade Center sres was
approximately |9 scres. The area 1
huge, the smells, the debris s
anormous. The shelatons of the
surrobnding buildings drapad with
occuslonal Amarican. Flags stood
ever the continoously smoking
mountiing of debris, 1 mixwre of
concrete, slass, seel, forniture and

the 5,000 phss humans. The risme — When we first walked into Ground
Zero, no pictures could have

smodn cadt bmages of touls rsing to
heavan, At one  area a2 small

goodbye back at Pier 94, she got on her knees and hugged Uno as
he was nurzling her back and said that she felt har son had sant
Una 1o comfore her. One day, Uno found 3 stick at Ground Zara.

T It was covered with a layer of what
appezred to be powdered concrece
| preked up the stick, but could not
throw it because | Knew that an the
stick were the remalng of same of
the 5000 victims who died at the
Vorld Trade Center. Each day, Uno
rose 1o the occaston, but he and |
bacame depradsed. In MNew Yark, |
could not find 2 place o let him off
lead o play hls faveriee gama
retrieving & ball, or o sticke. Later we
were ahls 1o plyy but the locadon
was quite bizarre. A kindly priese had
offered the fenced cametery bahind

St Pawls Church focated one bliock

fram Ground Tera. This was one of

the few tmes in our days st Ground

menument of badly damaged Seott PI'EPﬂrElf us fﬂr the enurmftf ﬂf the Zero that | mw Une amile. The
location although safe for Uno did
litthe to refix me sincejt was a

alr packs had been assembled by the
firemen to serve a5 3 constanc
reminder of the bravery of those men who raced up the stairs
inta the smoke, s thit others might live, The firemen were of the
greatest noed at Ground Zere; they had shared thair lives with the
men wha had parished at the World Trade Center. | mer o fireman
who had been at Ground Zero since the disaster happened and
was told that they would not leave until everpone was accounted
for. One told me thac he would only leave when his son was
remaved from the rubble. Tired and in a stace of numb shock, he
seumed to ke great comfart in tha hugs that he gave Uno and
Uni respondod by barylng his head in the mans chest If anly for
& few minutes. Uno made 2 difference to this man, sransparting
him ta & better time and place while he told me of the Garman
Shepherd puppy he had Brought home one day for his son For a
few minuess, = gmila
replaced his blank stars at
the rubble. This scenario
happened ower and owe
again with fireman, police.
construction workers and
the Mational Guard and
countless voluntesrs, 23
they were wiill very much in
shock, tired and really
numbed by whar had
happened. Many times
peaple wauld bug Uno and
bury their head inte Una's
back and when they were finithed Uno's back was wet lram tears,
¥hen Une and | were not at Grownd Zero, we were at Pigr 94
whers all the agencies were housed together to halp the vietim's
families.

Unos and my assignment was to escort the families to Ground
Zero Under [eavy giard we went via Baat to Ground Zero, The
families were sodermmn, talked (o me about their lost loved anes, but
when we arrived at Grownd Zero the shock of sesing it made them
realize that thelr loved anes could not hawe survived. Una and |
would go from group to group to give émotional support. The
people would respond to Uno nudging their hands and ha would
comfort them. | remember one mether of & young man missmg
fram tha Wirld Trade Canter in particular. Yhan we were saying

devastation.”

continued reminder
ol the despair and
deach  which  hung
over s all, On . ouwr
lase  day out ac
Ground Zero, | was
consumed by pullt
for not hmng ahlo o
continug hulpml
those we hid o
laava behind. For
weeks to coma | was
plagued by all the
images, acrid mell, and sounds that comprised Ground Zere. Our
last walk out took 1 past the last security checkpolnt, At this
check paint there was always & group of peogle which wived and
cheared all who passed. | nodced one slgn which read. "You are aur
heroes', |ct srrange, but | do not feel like & here, | had tef behind
thousands of karoes, the living and desd at Ground Fern

Fat Gortman

Editors note:

LUing, Ball and Pat returned home end took o welkdeserved rest, ar they
were emotionolly and physically tired, i off the workers were. Then it
wis off to Moho for his lfatme Koering under the 5V judpe ond
Kmermeesier Dmnief Thibowl

dind the latest from Pat and Bill iv that Uso polned his Kaerilosse |

title for life ot ldoho. The Judge praiied ond described his protecoan
ond fighting drive o3 “pronourced.

Pat & Bill believe ther LWk v Adert gives his propeny the ideol
temperament for working bath in protection wark and ar o thempy dog
“Beeuty ond Brains®, Nawrally For and Bil are very prood of their
wandesful G.5.0, ar svery G.5.D enthusiosts m the world should be.
He next venture & Sheep Herding!

We wish him wel

Pat & Bill will be happy to anveer any questions that resdars may
with 1o ask them, and they can be contcred by Erail ac:
UNOULT | @cr.com

Ed

If we ever needed proof of the versatility
of our breed, this is it!



